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19th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Following on from my last update, I’m now writing to try and add further clarity as to what it will mean 
for us all now that we have now been instructed to close the school to almost all children after this 
Friday (20th March) until further notice. 

As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers (e.g. 
NHS staff, police, others in frontline services) and children with certain needs. Whether this will be in 
our school or a neighbouring school that provides the care for our pupils we cannot clarify at the 
moment. 

We are waiting for the government to publish more information on what this means (as of 2pm today 
still no news), but it would help us in the meantime if you could let us know if you think your child may 
fall into one of these categories. Please phone the school office on 01932 403116 by no later than 
9:00am on Friday 20th March (tomorrow) giving your child’s name and class and under what criteria 
you think they may qualify, for example you are a key worker or your child has a significant need. We 
will be in touch again as soon as we are sure who this does apply to, we will follow government 
guidance only. 

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is a 
challenging situation, we are not alone. We will re-open fully as soon as we can and will let you know 
when this is following direction by the government.  

 

What we’ll continue doing while your child is at home 

Your child’s learning is of course important to us, so we’ll continue to help your child to learn.  

I would like to remind you of the details previously provided to you regarding home learning. It is vital 
that all children continue their learning at home every day.  
 

 The teachers will put work for the children to complete on the school website, you can find these 
under the Class Pages tab.  

 Remember learning at home during closure can involve supplementing work set with practicing 
skills already learnt, for example general reading, spelling and times tables. They could even do 
some household jobs, thinking about the steps they took to do it and then write instructions for 
an alien on how to use the equipment, for example: hoovering, washing up, laying the table etc. 
Home help and learning in one! These provide great movement breaks.  

 Try to build in an hour of activity or fresh air (if government guidance allows this), a day.  It is 
important that children stick to routines as much as they can from Monday to Friday. There are 
websites and virtual educational visits that provide opportunities for on-line learning and includes 
links for some daily physical activity, for example, Go Noodle, Cosmic Kids - Yoga or being active 
in the garden. 



 If school technology fails- i.e. the website- for whatever reason, then we will email learning 
opportunities shared in previous letters should support you until it was back up and running. 
 

 Parents are responsible for ensuring they and their families follow the guidelines and directions 
from the Government and Public Health UK during this time. 

 

If your child usually receives free school meals we will also be in touch with more information about 
how the scheme that the government has just announced will continue to support this.  At present 
we have no further information about this. 

Byfleet Methodist Church is running a food bank if you need some extra support, or are able to 
donate. 

During the Easter holidays we will either continue to provide the care or have a holiday club in place, 
but again this is only for those who qualify. 

If you are able to offer childcare to your friend’s children then please let them know.  

This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience with the situation as 
we deal with this ever-changing situation. We understand that this latest news will have an impact on 
you and your family and it is far from ideal, but we will continue to keep in touch with any updates as 
the situation develops. 

If you want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so via 
info@byfleet.surrey.sch.uk.  

 

If you feel you would like more information on the general situation, please visit: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england  

 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use NHS 111 
online. 

On behalf of all the staff we thank you again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with 
more information when we can. 

 
Yours faithfully 

Mrs P Crowley 

 

Mrs P Crowley  

Head 
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