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31st May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I wanted to write to you to explain some changes to how our schools will open to more 
children from 1st June. 
 
Our plans to bring back other year groups will be postponed until at least Monday 
8th June. We want the children back at school and we want our staff to be as safe as 
possible, which is why we have made this decision to delay some children’s return.  
 
This means that if you are not in the key worker/ vulnerable group and your child 
is in nursery, reception, years 1 and 6 your child will not be returning this week.  
We realize this is extremely short notice, but we have only received crucial 
updates from the Governments Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies 
(SAGE) in the last 24 hours. This independent SAGE report highlights the risks for 
school opening and the fact that Government advisers are now raising concerns about 
schools opening. This is new information that impacts on the wider opening of schools. 
 
The full report can be found here: http://www.independentsage.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Independent-Sage-Brief-Report-on-Schools-5.pdf. 
 
On Thursday 28 May Sir Patrick Vallance, the chief scientific adviser stated the R rate 
was between 0.7 and 0.9, “close to 1” in different areas and that there are about 8000 
confirmed cases each day. We need to bring back our children gradually to be as safe 
as possible. 
 
As a family of schools we have been open for key worker families/ vulnerable groups 
and over the past week we have seen a significant increase in the number of key 
workers that will be sending their children back to our settings. 
 
Our original plans for opening were based on the government guidance and one of 
the key aspects of this was the lockdown level indicator. We were told today by 
ministers that we are transitioning from level 4 to level 3. This means we are not 
yet at level 3, a key point for extending the opening of schools. 
 
In addition to this the trace and track system did not open until 28 May and we are yet 
to see how this fully enables us to open safely. 
 
Given all this information and the fact that we are starting new systems across all our 
schools this week, we are delaying our opening plans. We understand that this may 
cause challenges for some families but we want to ensure that we return as safely as 
possible. 
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Our schools will be open this week but only to key worker children and vulnerable 
groups. 
 
As a Trust we have some guiding principles that help to guide our decision making 
during these challenging times. Pupil and staff physical safety, mental health and well-
being remain our top priority. The principles are: 
 

1. To ensure everyone attending our schools is kept safe 
2. To focus on the emotional and physical well-being of our children 
3. To support the well-being of our staff 
4. To support the communities we serve 
5. To prioritise any gaps in learning whilst ensuring all children make progress 
6. We respect that parents are best placed to determine whether their child comes 

to school, if eligible, or continues learning at home 
7. To focus on the transition of pupils in each year group 

 
Please be aware that it is your decision as parents and carers as to whether or not 
you decide the time is right for your child(ren) to be in school, if a place is available for 
your child. The Government have stated that there will not be penalties for parents 
and carers should they decide to keep their children at home. 
 
These are challenging times and we continue to assess the guidance and how this 
works for our schools. Throughout the lockdown we are having to make decisions with 
short notice and as this week progresses we may need to adjust our plans again. If 
we do we will keep you updated as soon as we can. Thank you for your ongoing 
support and understanding as we adjust. 
 
As a board of trustees we met over the weekend to discuss our opening plans and 
ensure the schools risk assessments were robust. The work our schools are doing is 
excellent, but we have always said that we will adjust our plans based on guidance 
and evidence we receive. 
 
We really appreciate this is last minute and will cause disruption to your families. I am 
sorry about this, but our top priority is the safety of all. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

David Harris 
CEO EEEA 

http://www.eeea.co.uk/

