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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
On Sunday the Prime Minister announced his plans to re-open primary schools with a phased approach, 

no earlier than 1st June starting with Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 

Monday evening, just after 8pm the DfE issued guidance on how they expect schools to do this. In addition 
to the children of keyworkers, we will open to some year groups. 

The guidance has already caused widespread concern among education leaders and there has been plenty 
of press coverage on this in the coming days. I appreciate that there will be many parents concerned about 

sending their children back to school and I know there are many school staff extremely anxious after 
reading Monday’s guidance. Therefore, I thought it might be helpful to outline Byfleet’s next moves 

regarding the possible re-opening of our school. 

1. Pupil’s and staff’s physical safety, mental health and well-being remains our top priority. 

2. We will be listening to the advice from education unions, advisors and education leaders in Surrey 
and talking to other local Headteachers. 

3. We have sent out a survey to those parents that have children in years R, 1 & 6 to gauge opinion on 
whether parents would send their children to school. This may be sent to other parents later so we 

can gauge the numbers that we will have to cater for.  
4. We are moving forward with making plans to prepare the school for the possibility of re-opening 

and are considering our staffing. We already appreciate that we will not have 100% staff at school 

and therefore children will not necessarily have their current class teacher and in some cases may 
be led by a teaching assistant. 

5. With the Senior Leadership Team and Trust, we will then risk assess the opening of the school 
based on all the information we have, including any further guidance available from the Local 

Authority or updated guidance from the Government that is due this week. 
6. If we are able to re-open, we will be fully transparent with parents on what the offer will look like. 

At this early stage we can confidently say that it would not look like a normal school day:  

 It is likely that the curriculum will model the home learning that we will continue to set for 

those not attending, 

 whole classes would not all be in together but split into smaller groups and maintain these 

groups throughout the day,  

 school length of day offered will vary,  

 part time attendance may be introduced,  

 children might not be in their usual classrooms or have their usual staff.  

 staggered drop off, collection times, break times and lunch times would have to be 

introduced. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

7. The Government have stated “We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and 
primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2m apart from each other and staff.” 

Therefore, school will not be expected to maintain the existing social distancing rules. However, 

there will be other measures put in place. We will be explaining further details on safety measures, 
which we will be able to put in place and those, which we will not be able to put in place, in due 

course. 
 

I hope that you will appreciate there are still many factors and risks to consider and address. However, we 

can confirm that the DfE have said parents will not be fined this summer if they choose to keep children at 

home. I will keep you updated as I have new information. 

 

Kind regards 

P I Crowley 

Mrs P Crowley 

Head 

 
 


